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We were recently gifted a fabulous donation of 22 picture dictionaries from 
Richmond Rotary.  These were provided through the Bill & Lorna Boyd Charitable 
Trust, who have issued over 230,000 dictionaries to primary schools and early 
learning institutions throughout New Zealand and the Pacific Islands. 
Richmond Rotary Club members support local communities and are involved in 
many working bees and volunteer groups. 
I am sure the dictionaries will be well used by the children.  Many hearty thanks to 
Bruce, Debra, Gary and the Richmond Rotary team. 
 
 

This year the ‘Church on the Hill’ has hired their hall out to an organization called ‘STEM School’ each Wednesday. My 
guess is approximately 20 children attend this programme. This educational organization has nothing to do with our 
school. However, the parents of the children involved drop the children off in the morning and then pick them up 
between 2:30 – 3:00pm. This has led to even more congestion around our school in terms of carparking for our parents. 
My suggestion is for parents to look at parking elsewhere on Wednesdays afternoons in particular.  
 

A large number of children are riding scooters to school. Gary (our caretaker) has noticed a number of the scooters are in 

need of repairing. I ask parents to check the road worthiness of scooters and repair as necessary.  

 A reminder – children shouldn’t be riding their bikes and scooters in the school grounds between 8:30am – 9:00am and 

3:00pm – 3:15pm. This is for safety reasons. 

 

 

 

 

  

3rd April 2025 

From the Tumuaki desk this week … 



During this term, Rooms 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 have all been to Golden 

Bay on 3 day camps. The weather was generally stunning and 

conducive to education in the outdoors. 

It was wonderful to see the children enjoying their camping 

experiences so much. It was also neat to see them achieve many 

personal goals and face a number of personal challenges. The 

syndicate has been focusing their Term 1 studies on ‘Man’s use of 

water’. The lessons prior to camp were important as they 

became real life experiences in the outdoors. 

I would like to thank the teachers for their hours of devoted care 

and also for all their preparation. Organising camps is a 

lot of work but the rewards in terms of class 

team spirit and unity as well as the 

educational gains, make camps such 

outstanding learning experiences. 

I would like to thank all the wonderful ‘camp 

parents’. Without parent support and 

involvement, our camps as we know them, 

wouldn’t happen! It is very pleasing to hear 

how much the parents enjoyed the camps too. For 

many it was their first time to visit some of the places 

that are very much on our ‘back doorstep’ and I suspect 

many will take their families to the Bay in the future.  

The children visited the Ngarua caves, watched milking 

at Freemans farm (including learning about where they 

source the water for the land and cows, how all the 

water used is gravity fed around the farm and to the 

milking shed), saw where recent whales stranding 

happened (as explained during the lesson about Project Jonah 

before the children went on camp), went out to the Farewell 

Spit lighthouse via bus, experienced the thrill of running down a 

major sand dune out at Farewell Spit, visited the Waikoropupu 

Springs, the Anatoki salmon farm and walked up to the water 

source of the Pupu hydro power station.  

Along the way, we have received many accolades about the 

behaviour of our children and also how interested they were in 

learning about the places and how we use water to benefit our 

society (such as diverting the Anatoki river to use water for the 

salmon farm and then return it back into the river). The 

importance of not polluting water and waterways has also been highlighted. 

Five highly successful camps and rich learning experiences the children will never forget! 

 

 



 

The wind was sweeping in the sky, 
Making the dust dance down. 

It felt like it was whispering to me, 
As it walks along the sky. 

Riva 
 

The sun is yawning, 
it must be morning. 

He is smiling, 
As he’s tickled. 

The sun is running off to work, 
Painting light in the sky. 

MaTaias 
 

The sun peeks through your 
window at dawn. 

He fights back the cold with his 
warmth. 

His bright smile fills the day 
with happiness. 

He has such a friendly face 
filling me with joy. 

Sophie 
 

ROOM 8 have been learning about personification and 
have been using this to write some weather-related poems. 

The strong wind hits my hair, 
while it’s dancing in the air. 

Rudely snatching off my hat, 
Joyfully taking away the picnic 

mat. 
Eden 

 

 

ACCORD DAY 
Our next Accord Professional Development day is Friday 30th May.  This is an 
extension of King’s Birthday Weekend (Saturday 31st May – Monday 2nd June). 

Richmond School will closed for instruction that day as all staff (teachers and 
teacher-aides) will be involved in Professional Development. 

The Minister of Education has approved two Professional Development days for 2025 for schools to upskill and 
implement the government’s new Structured Mathematics approach. There will be a second day later in the year. 

Many of the schools in the Waimea Cluster will be closed for instruction on the same day – Friday 30th May. 

 

TERM 2 & 3 MINIBALL REGISTRATIONS 

If your child is interested in playing Miniball this season, please have 

them get a registration form from Mrs Andrews in Room 5.  

This is for years 3-6.  Games start 15/16 May. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key-me-he-ah 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
DISCLAIMER These are notices we include on request of organisations and individuals. 



 

 

 

  

 

 


